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Case No. 13-md-02420-YGR
DECLARATION OF SIMON BAHNE PARIS IN SUPPORT OF DIRECT PURCHASER PLAINTIFFS MOTION

FOR ATTORNEYS’ FEES, REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES, AND INCENTIVE AWARDS

R. Alexander Saveri (Bar No. 173102)
Geoffrey C. Rushing (Bar No. 126910)
SAVERI & SAVERI, INC.
706 Sansome Street
San Francisco, CA 94111
Telephone: (415) 217-6810
Facsimile: (415) 217-6813

Bruce L. Simon (Bar No. 96241)
Benjamin E. Shiftan (Bar No. 265767)
PEARSON, SIMON & WARSHAW, LLP
44 Montgomery Street, Suite 2450
San Francisco, CA 94104
Telephone: (415) 433-9000
Facsimile: (415) 433-9008

Joseph J. Tabacco, Jr. (Bar No. 75484)
Todd A. Seaver (Bar No. 271067)
Jessica Moy (Bar No. 272941)
BERMAN TABACCO
44 Montgomery Street, Suite 650
San Francisco, CA 94104
Telephone: (415) 433-3200
Facsimile: (415) 433-6382

Interim Co-Lead Counsel for Direct Purchaser Plaintiffs

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

OAKLAND DIVISION

IN RE: LITHIUM ION BATTERIES
ANTITRUST LITIGATION

Case No. 13-md-02420-YGR
MDL No. 2420

DECLARATION OF SIMON BAHNE
PARIS IN SUPPORT OF DIRECT
PURCHASER PLAINTIFFS MOTION
FOR AN AWARD OF ATTORNEYS’
FEES, REIMBURSEMENT OF
EXPENSES, AND INCENTIVE AWARDS

This Document Relates to:

ALL DIRECT PURCHASER CLASS
ACTIONS
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DECLARATION OF SIMON BAHNE PARIS IN SUPPORT OF DIRECT PURCHASER PLAINTIFFS MOTION

FOR AWARD OF ATTORNEYS’ FEES, REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES, AND INCENTIVE AWARDS

I, Simon B. Paris, declare and state as follows:

1. I am a Partner of the law firm of Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky, PC. I

submit this declaration in support of Direct Purchaser Plaintiffs (“DPP”) application for an award

of attorneys’ fees and reimbursement of expenses in connection with the services rendered in this

litigation. I make this Declaration based on my own personal knowledge, and if called as a

witness, I could and would competently testify to the matters stated herein.

2. My firm has served as counsel to Univision-Crimson Holding, Inc. and as counsel

for the Direct Purchaser Class (“Class”) throughout the course of this litigation. The background

and experience of Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky, PC and its attorneys are summarized in

the curriculum vitae attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

3. Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky, PC has prosecuted this litigation solely on

a contingent-fee basis, and has been at risk that it would not receive any compensation for

prosecuting claims against the Defendants. While Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky, PC

devoted its time and resources to this matter, it has foregone other legal work for which it could

have been compensated.

4. During the pendency of the litigation, Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky, PC

performed the following work: researched and drafted opposition to pleading challenges raised by

Defendants, and reviewed documents produced by Defendants.

5. Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is my firm’s total hours and lodestar, computed at

historical rates, for the period of June 1, 2013 through August 31, 2017. This period reflects the

time spent after the appointment of Interim Co-Lead Counsel and Liaison Counsel for Direct

Purchased Plaintiffs (“DPP”) in this litigation. The total number of hours spent by Saltz,

Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky, PC during this period of time was 6,030.50, with a

corresponding lodestar of $2,333,189.50. My firm’s lodestar figures are based on the firm’s

historical billing rates which do not include charges for expense items. Expense items are billed

separately and such charges are not duplicated in my firm’s billing rates. This summary was

prepared from contemporaneous, daily time records regularly prepared and maintained by my
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firm. The lodestar amount reflected in Exhibit 2 is for work assigned by DPP Co-Lead Counsel,

and was performed by professionals at my law firm for the benefit of the Class.

6. Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky, PC has reviewed the time and expense

records that form the basis of this declaration to correct any billing errors. In addition, my firm

has removed all time entries and expenses related to the following:

a. time spent reading or reviewing pleadings, ECF notices or other papers

unless a necessary part of perfoming a specific assignment from Co-Lead Counsel;

b. travel time unless the attorney or professional was actively engaged in

preparation or work in connection with a particular assignment made by Co-Lead Counsel which

necessitated travel;

c. billing for time connected with creating timekeeping records or for the time

of attorneys or staff expended in preparation of audited time records and expenses in support of

DPPs’ application for an award of attorneys’ fees and reimbursement of expenses.

7. The hourly rates for the attorneys and professional support staff in my firm

included in Exhibit 2 are the same as the regular rates charged for their services in non-contingent

matters and/or which have been accepted in other complex or class action litigation subject to the

hourly rate caps established by DPP Co-Lead Counsel, including:

a. the highest hourly rates for Attorneys at the highest Partner level is capped

at $850 per hour;

b. the highest hourly rates for Attorneys at the Of-counsel/Special counsel

level for substantive work is capped at $650 per hour, which excludes document review;

c. the highest hourly rates for Attorneys at the highest Associate level for

substantive work is capped at $450 per hour, which excludes document review;

d. the highest hourly rates for Attorneys at the Associate level engaged in

English-language document review is capped at $350 per hour; a cap of $400 per hour is permitted

where the reviewer has special skill set, such as foreign language translation, and Lead Counsel

has approved that work performed; and
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e. the highest hourly rates for Paralegals and investigators is capped at $175 

2 per hour. 

3 8. My firm has expended a total of $850.12 in unreimbursed costs and expenses in 

4 connection with the prosecution of this litigation. These costs and expenses are broken down in 

5 the chart attached hereto as Exhibit 3. They were incurred on behalf of Direct Purchaser Plaintiffs 

6 by my firm on a contingent basis, and have not been reimbursed. The expenses incurred in this 

7 action are reflected on the books and records of my firm. These books and records are prepared 

8 from expense vouchers, check records and other source materials and represent an accurate 

9 recordation of the expenses incurred. 

10 9. Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky, PC also paid a total of $65,000.00 in 

11 assessments for the joint prosecution of the litigation against the Defendants. 

12 10. My firm has carefully reviewed the time and expenses that comprise its reported 

13 lodestar and out of pocket expenses and represents that such lodestar and expenses comply with all 

14 material applicable terms of the May 21, 2013 letter from Co-Lead Counsel regarding Protocols 

15 for Maintaining and Reporting Time and Expense as well as Modified Pretrial Order No. 1 with 

16 Exhibit A (Dkt. No. 202, May 24, 2013). 

17 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

18 foregoing is true and correct. Executed on this 29th day of January, 2018 at Horsham, 

19 Pennsylvania. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

SIMON BAHNE PARIS 
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NAME STATUS YEAR TOTAL HOURS

HISTORICAL

HOURLY

RATE LODESTAR

Simon Paris P 2017 0.60 $645.00 $387.00

Simon Paris P 2016 0.40 $635.00 $254.00

Simon Paris P 2015 1.30 $615.00 $799.50

Simon Paris P 2014 8.00 $600.00 $4,800.00

Simon Paris P 2013 24.90 $585.00 $14,566.50

Jessica Chuang CA 2016 1,104.50 $400.00 $441,800.00

Jessica Chuang CA 2015 1,664.70 $400.00 $665,880.00

Jessica Chuang CA 2014 1,511.35 $400.00 $604,540.00

Steve Serdikoff CA 2016 578.00 $350.00 $202,300.00

Steve Serdikoff CA 2015 688.50 $350.00 $240,975.00

Steve Serdikoff CA 2014 448.25 $350.00 $156,887.50

TOTAL: 6,030.50 $2,333,189.50

(P) Partner

(A) Associate

(INV) Investigator

(PL) Paralegal

(CA) Contract Attorney

ATTORNEYS

EXHIBIT 2

In re Lithium Ion Batteries Antitrust Litigation, Case No. 13-MD-2420 YGR

SALTZ MONGELUZZI BARRETT & BENDESKY, PC

Reported Hours and Lodestar on a Historical Basis

June 1, 2013 through August 31, 2017

Page 1 of 2
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CATEGORY AMOUNT INCURRED

Court Fees (filing, etc.) $36.00

Computer Research (Lexis, Westlaw, PACER, etc.) $725.91

Document Production

Experts / Consultants

Messenger Delivery

Photocopies - In House $3.00

Photocopies - Outside

Postage

Service of Process

Overnight Delivery (Federal Express, etc.) $85.21

Telephone / Facsimile

Transcripts (Hearings, Depositions, etc.)

Travel (Airfare, Ground Travel)

Travel (Meals and Lodging)

TOTAL $850.12

EXHIBIT 3

In re Lithium Ion Batteries Antitrust Litigation, Case No. 13-MD-2420 YGR

SALTZ MONGELUZZI BARRETT & BENDESKY, PC

Expenses Incurred

June 1, 2013 through August 31, 2017

Page 2
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